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President’s Message 
It is hard to believe that we are in the Advent and 
Christmas season.  The lead up to the Christmas Break is 
always a very busy – but joyous time in our Catholic 
schools. During this Advent season our schools help 
prepare our students for the birth of Jesus and the 
significance this has within our Faith.  Our teachers stress 
the importance of Hope, Joy and Love in our daily lives.   

As December begins, preparation for the holidays can be a 
stressful time for everyone.     

Work Stress: 

This is not new.  In my role at the Unit Office, I have seen 
an increase in the calls, and emails from teachers around 
the stress they feel due to their work environment.  This 
concerns me, because our job is very stressful – despite 
public opinion.  As professionals, we take our job very 
seriously, and as such we worry when we don’t reach that 
student, or we worry about a student and their home life.   

Once we add ministry initiatives, progress report cards, 
parent-teacher interviews, etc. – not to mention our own 
personal lives - our stress level can become too much for 
us to handle. 

Please remember to take time for yourself.  And if things 
become too challenging, it is important to use the services 
available – EFAP etc. – to help ourselves.  

Violence in the Workplace: 

Unfortunately, this is becoming a rising concern in our 
schools.  We have many students with needs, that require 
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@oectasm 
Email! 

Please encourage your 
colleagues to check their 
@oectasm accounts for 
emails and updates.  
Informed members are 
our best and most 
powerful asset.  All Union 
business and 
communication will be 
delivered through your 
@oectasm email account.  
The board’s email server 
is for education and 
school matters.   

If you don’t have access 
to your account, contact 
me at: 
shannon.mcglynn@oecta
sm.ca 

I will help you set it up 
and have it forwarded to 
a personal email account 
so that you won’t have to 
go to multiple sites to 
retrieve emails.  
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support from a team of professionals.  Despite all the 
precautions that are put in place, we can be placed in an 
environment where we are kicked, punched, spat on, and 
verbally abused.  This is unacceptable.  However, not 
allowing the student to be in the classroom or school is 
not the solution.  Providing proper supports, training and 
funding is necessary for the successful learning 
environment for every student that we teach. 

We are advocating to the Board and the Ministry of 
Education that the supports that the students and teachers 
require, in an everyday school setting, be funded and put 
into place.  

Therefore, during this Christmas Break I hope everyone 
can take some time for themselves and leave the work at 
school.  During the holidays, please use this time to 
recharge and energize yourself.   

Unfortunately, this joyous time is not experienced by 
everyone in our school communities.  There are several 
families that are experiencing hardship and thus, 
Christmas, for some, can be a time of sadness, stress and 
despair.  It is now we, as Catholic Teachers, reach out to 
those in need in our communities to help bring some 
Hope, Joy and Love.  As well, we teach the importance 
of giving of alms, because it is as important a lesson as 
Math, that we teach the need to care for those that are 
experiencing hardship.  Teachers in Simcoe Muskoka 
Catholic District School Board prepare our students not 
to be just good students, but to be even better citizens. 

On behalf of Shannon, Jeannette, and myself at the Unit 
office, I would like to wish every member a safe and 
joyous Christmas. May each of you enjoy this very 
special time of year with your family and friends. 
Wishing all of you a happy, healthy and prosperous 

2018! 

Kent MacDonald
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OTIP Benefits 

Although the transition to our 
new benefits provider hasn’t 
been as smooth as we’d have 
liked it to be, all members 
who were previously 
employed are enrolled and 
receiving benefits.  Teachers 
who have been hired this 
year should have received an 
enrolment package by now.  
If you haven’t received that 
package, please contact Kent 
or Shannon at the Unit Office 
ASAP.  If there is a new 
teacher on your staff, do 
them a favour and inquire 
about their benefits.  There 
can be issues if they wait to 
enrol.  If they wait too long, 
they may be required to go 
through some medical 
examination processes in 
order to activate their 
benefits.  Any questions you 
have about your benefits can 
be directed to: 
shannon.mcglynn@ 
oectasm.ca 

Informer Authors? 

If you have an idea, or would 
like to write an article for the 
Informer, please send it to 
me.  We will put it in the 
newsletter!

http://oectasm.ca
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Lack of Occasional Teachers
This year there is a significant shortage of OT’s.  This 
problem has created a number of consequential issues:

•  unfilled jobs

•  non-classroom teachers being pulled to cover classes 
whose teacher is absent

•  decrease in service to: Special Education servicing 
students, library, prep coverage subjects

•  students being farmed out to other classes

•  unqualified people being called in to do teacher work

In the last two years, we forewarned the board about this 
potential future issue.  Unfortunately, we were right.  They 
assure us that they are continuing to do interviews to hire 
more Occasional Teachers.  

What can you do? 

•  If a colleague is away, it’s not their fault that there was no 
supply-they have no control over availability of OT’s

•  If a colleague is away and the prep teacher is moved to a 
classroom, it is not their fault that you missed your prep 
time-they have no control over availability of OT’s

•  If an unqualified person is called in to teach for the day, 
they are just trying to help-they have no control over 
availability of OT’s

•  If a colleague is away and the library teacher is moved to a 
classroom, it is not their fault that you missed your library 
time-they have no control over availability of OT’s

•  Remember, you may need to call in sick, and there may 
not be a supply to fill your absence either-you have no 
control over availability of OT’s
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Important Dates:  

Nov 4-Progress Reports Due 

Nov 10-Executive Meeting-
Unit Office  

Nov 20-24-Ontario Federation 
of Labour Convention 

Dec 14-Executive Meeting-
Unit Office 

Dec 20-In-Play Night 

Dec 22-Last day of classes 

Dec 23-Jan 8-Christmas Break 

Young Authors 
Contest 

OECTA is proud to sponsor 
the annual Young Authors 
Awards/Prix Jeunes Écrivains. 
The awards celebrate the 
writing talents and 
accomplishments of students, 
who submit short stories, 
poems, nonfiction articles, 
and reports in either English 
or French.  Teachers of all 
grades and subjects are 
encouraged to submit their 
class entries to their OECTA 
Rep.  The deadline for 
submissions isn’t until early 
March, but get started with 
your class now.  Click HERE to 
have a look at Young Authors 
on the OECTA Provincial 
Website.
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Christmas Shopping Offer!!!!!
Need to get some Christmas shopping done without kids?  OECTA Simcoe 
Muskoka Elementary is offering a time to get that Christmas task done.  The first 
20 people to respond to this email will be able to drop-off their children at In-Play 
Barrie, 551 Bryne Drive on Wednesday December 20 from 5-8.  We will have 2-4 
teachers present (depending on the numbers) to keep an eye on the kids.  

Simply email Shannon- shannon.mcglynn@oectasm.ca with In-Play in the subject 
line, and as long as you’re one of the first 20 respondents, spots will be reserved for 
your children.  Confirmation of your spot will be done via email.

Births 
Congratulations goes out to: 
Anyone that had a baby in the last few months!  OECTA reps, don’t forget to send us the names of 
any teachers that have had an addition to their families so they are included in future issues. 

Bereavements
Please keep in your prayers: 

Jessica Reynolds, Teacher at Our Lady of Grace Catholic School, on the passing of her grandfather, 
Clifford Reynolds. 

Yuset Havia Batista, Teacher at St Marguerite D’Youville Catholic School, on the passing of his uncle, 
Jose Gutierres-Leon. 

Leah Garland, Teacher at Our Lady of Grace Catholic School, on the passing of her grandmother, 
Constance Dychuck. 

Nicole Jagos, Teacher at Sacred Heart Catholic School, on the passing of her sister-in-law, Mary 
Jagos. 

Jacqueline McBride, Teacher-Elementary Special Education Consultant at the board office, on the 
passing of her father-in-law, Eddy Surbek. 

Paul Nastasiuk, Teacher at St Michael the Archangel Catholic School, on the passing of his uncle, 
Roland Leblanc. 

Michelle Benoit, Teacher at St Jean de Brebeuf Catholic School, on the passing of her father-in-law, 
Richard Benoit. 

Nicole Jagos, Teacher at Sacred Heart Catholic School, on the passing of her grandmother, Linda 
Eccleshall. 

Carol Reynolds, Teacher at St Marguerite D’Youville Catholic School, on the passing of her father.
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